11th Grade CP American History

There will be no required summer reading for those students taking Mr. Franklin's 11th grade US
History class next year. If students would like to read, here some recommended books that you
might find interesting.

Devil in the White City by Erik Larson

Bringing Chicago circa 1893 to vivid life, Erik Larson's spellbinding bestseller intertwines the true
tale of two men--the brilliant architect behind the legendary 1893 World's Fair, striving to secure America's
place in the world; and the cunning serial killer who used the fair to lure his victims to their death.
Combining meticulous research with nail-biting storytelling, Larson has crafted a narrative with all the
wonder of newly discovered history the the thrills of the best fiction.

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor black tobacco
farmer whose cells—taken without her knowledge in 1951 —became one of the most important tools in
medicine, vital for developing the polio vaccine, cloning, gene mapping, and more. Henrietta's cells have
been bought and sold by the billions, yet she remains virtually unknown, and her family can't afford health
insurance. This phenomenal New York Times bestseller tells a riveting story of the collision between
ethics, race, and medicine; of scientific discovery and faith healing; and of a daughter consumed with
questions about the mother she never knew.

Rocket Boys by Homer Hickam

The #1 New York Times bestselling memoir that inspired the film October Sky, Rocket Boys is a
uniquely American memoir--a powerful, luminous story of coming of age at the dawn of the 1960s, of a
mother's love and a father's fears, of a group of young men who dreamed of launching rockets into outer
space . .. and who made those dreams come true.

Isaac's Storm: A Man, A Time, And The Deadliest Hurricane In History by Erik Larson

September 8, 1900, began innocently in the seaside town of Galveston, Texas. Even Isaac Cline,
resident meteorologist for the U.S. Weather Bureau failed to grasp the true meaning of the strange deep-
sea swells and peculiar winds that greeted the city that morning. Mere hours later, Galveston found itself
submerged in a monster hurricane that completely destroyed the town and killed over six thousand
people in what remains the greatest natural disaster in American history--and Isaac Cline found himself
the victim of a devastating personal tragedy.

The Girls of Atomic City by Denise Kiernan

The incredible story of the young women of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, who unwittingly played a
crucial role in one of the most significant moments in U.S. history. The Tennessee town of Oak Ridge was
created from scratch in 1942. One of the Manhattan Project's secret cities, it didn't appear on any maps
until 1949, and yet at the height of World War Il it was using more electricity than New York City and was
home to more than 75,000 people, many of them young women recruited from small towns across the
South. Their jobs were shrouded in mystery, but they were buoyed by a sense of shared purpose, close
friendships--and a surplus of handsome scientists and Army men!

In lieu of summer reading, 11th graders will be required to purchase a book during 2nd
semester which they will read and discuss throughout the course of the year.
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